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77//; NEWS THIS MORNING.

CONGKE8R '.'. ;h branches li- seaalon
P-n*,:": Tiie Monetary t'onferenre bill was taken
ii), ami explained ;¦> Mr. ( handler: In executive
»i sic!) severnl nooilnatlons were confirmed ¦4i'|i

axtfwdtttofl treaties alth the Orang* Free Btate
ni,.] tin- Art i":: 1. -publle wi re ratified,
House: The Indian Appropriation hill was passed
ei. I consideration of the Agricultural bill was

begun.
TORSION..Official records <>f the plague In

India show the death rate to be very high
Adrlees from Dongola show lim*, th-- Kh Ufa,
tli- aiorvlsh leader, is iin-jiaririg io fight the
Anglo-Egyptian exi>edltlon. In 'ii- House
of Commons Mr. Cham.-erlaln moved ihe ap-
polntmoot ->f a committee t-. Inquire into Routh
African affair*. ''-nun Munni.ft the Rus¬
sian F-ir-oicn Mints! -r. arrived la Paris nul xxas

rocelred ixl'ti i)i-.-'i honors by :li- Prealdei t.
n.iMT.STic President-elect McKinley ten-

sloro-J Lytiinn J. cute the Treasury portfolio in

his Cabinet, snd Mr. Gage accepted the offer.
tsssss Justlrei Puller and Brewer have been se*
leetad by Venexueli '.. ac; .1* arbitrator* in th<-
boundary dispute .. ah England. The Ben*
ot*- nt Albany passed ihe i>:ii exempting state
l-oncls from taxation. Henry li»iifoit a

PopuHat farmer, xxa-- cd.isen United Btate* --.-na-

t".' l>y the Iriaiiv Legislature to succeed Duhols
CITY ANN BUB1 .'fiA.N'.--Ona man xvas killed

anil a number Injured hy s coniston on the
Jlrooklyn Pnlon Kleva 1 Railroad, la xxhich an

engtns ami ..> car were thrown to the street.
Bas Ah ul ten Inches of snow fell, but travel
was coi tparatively little delayed. -;- The au¬

rilia] dlnnei >' 111 . Berond Panel of the Sheriff's
Jipy \v.i-, I -:.i ,,t Hrtel Manhattan. -. -rsr The
SJoclety of Colonial Uar* held a dinner at Del-
ninnlr..'* Stocks wara inactive at *mal!
jirice changi a

THE WEATHER -Forecast for to-lay: Pair;
ci I !r-r to-night. Tbe temperature yesterday:
II.Res?, 2U degreea; loweat, M»: axerage, 22%.

A TRICK AMENDMENT.
It is lU-iiii.v un- intention at Albany to make

tin- bili relating u> appolntmenta iu tba New*
York Dlairlct-Attornejr's ofBce n teal <>f the
gtreagti <<f Ibe ninstltntlon-al prortatoa rraqnlrlng
competitive exaulBatlons ot cantlklatei for Um
Civil S.'.vicc i-f tba Stall*. There has ns yet
been u.j complete ami i-oneliisive Interpretatloa
<if 1 liat provision, but it is reasonably expected
th.it lbs Reiabard bill will lead to one. We still
call it by tin* same ot the neuber who intro¬
duced ii la ihe Assembly, though it is comntooly
referred io as the Dlstrlct-Attoniey'a bill, be*
cnu-e are are not yel ready t.. gsanme that lt

celine from Mt. Olcott ami retiei-rs li's wlsbea
So long as ba ib-i'i.nes to acknowb?dge its antbor*
aliiri we sliall veniure to believe ihat be is not

tJiBlroiis lo nullify the plain Intent of Hie con-

atltntional mnudate, which xvas adopted after
*J.-liberate, consideration and ntlfled by the

people.
This measure, nllovxlng tlie District Attorney

to arrange fur tbe preferBoeBI of such applieants
for place* in lils office as tbe orixanizatlon may
laira selected, by means of an examination
which ls eoanpet'tlve only in name, ^x.as sufil-

eiently Object .unable in itself, but n new element
cf -lisc-vd!' lias been added to it by tbs. amend-
in. nr ronrertlng i^ Into a county bin. This de-
4 '¦-. is relied on to avert the oeeeaaityof expoeinf
ii i>» tlie Mayor's veto, and is doubtless regarded
as a very neut trick by those xvlia ar,* respousible
for it. Nor an- are disposed to deny that lt does

possess in n ;:'.*;!i degree tbe qualities which poli¬
ticians of a certain sort are most capable of np-

nreclatmg. Hut there is no nason to believe
that lin- people like io be served In iiiat way.
They ready dcadre lhal legislation in all its proc*
t-*s» s BbOVld bi fiank and op.'n, not crafty and

disingenuous. Why should not a bill like iiiis,

ot* any bill, ba subjected to the scrutiny whick
the Constitutional Convention and tbe toura
deemed proper and adrantageons? There is no

reason which is not discreditable to those who
offer it. A ineritorioiis measure baa no need of
such asalstan-'*. and if ii had we should prefer
to see it farly defeated than victorious liv a

trick. Tin* Kr-iiiliaitl bill '.- of su.-h a ennnctef
as to appeal for til.*-* meant of adegncetnent.
The (Jovernor's phrase waa net elegant; but ii
vat expressive. Tba intention obviously lg to

take "the star* h" out of the C vi Set vice regu¬

lations; that Lg, to leave then limp and flabby.
tocapabli- of goeoanpllihlng rbi* purpose for
.Which they were created, and an object of gen¬
eral derision. Tho I^argtsUtUTO may be ci-unl to

ouch a performanii-. but we st'M believe that

the courts wili stop if

A RUSSIAN FINANCE LESSON.
The "prosperity bud-iet" Just pn scnted by th»

Russian Minister of rinam-i- nsTotda an interest-

Irg object lesson In national business meihods
of a somewhat paternal iilnil. As hitherto
slated, it hhowa au increase af revenue of near¬

ly 79,i*X*,000 rubles over inst year's, and an in¬
crease of ordinary expenditures of only K,7.r»0,-
(XX) rubles. The surplus of revenue over eip»>u
dtturea ls al>out 3o.f5U0,(X*3 rubles. That is a

very satisfactory balance to thc good.
There an;, it la trae, extraordinary expenrti-

tcrea of no less than 12y.0oo,(*» rubles, or
Which 64.000,000 ar.* for the Siberian rallroa<l
and its branches; and the nut for other rall-

These will be met by tbe Burping, by the

deposits in State banks, bf tho salo of some

State property, and by the "free balance" in tho

Treasury, whick latter now a nimints to moro

than 1M>,i»i 10.000 rubles. No loan will therefore
K- needed.
Now Hie UKeregU-Sj part of it all is that llns-

s'.-i _g| got Urti BRR-som* increase of reveinie

chiefly, directly or lndireetly. from ber railroad
Bjstems. In devoting ihe surplus mid the "fr**
balance** to further extensions of those systems.
therefore, gb* in Investing lier capital in lb*
very enterprises from wliieli it hits been de¬
rived. Sh" luis goos into business on an enor¬

mous seale, bur it is business tliai proves imme¬
diately profitable and that gives assured prom¬
ise of incalculable future profits through tbede-
velopnicnt and enltnre of the Bmptre.
tither tiovenunents may not rare, or need, to

co into such business to snell nu extent. Hut it

is a fact Worthy of general remembrance that

creat works of un tiona', beneficence are seldom

practicable without "-onie measure of public sid.

.TrRUC MORALS" IX NEVADA.
They have a Committee on rub.ic Morals in

Hie Nevada Legislature. This, no doubt, is be¬
cause Ihe larg* quantity and endless variety of

public morals with which tue State ls blessed
require constant gnperrlslon to keep them from

developing siicli a condition of superior virtue

¦mO-g the people that the whole Stale would
be in dancer of being translate;!. They have to

hold public niora!* lo .some degree In check, in

order to keep the Sun . down, ami somewhat in

line with states which favor the gold standard
and Indulge in oilier gross tinniicial immoralities,
in furtherance ol' this general proposition the

Committee on I'tibli- Morals recently reported
favorably a bil! permitting prise lighting nuder
protection of tbe Stale upon payment of a license
lee of $1/900 to ihe Sheriff of tba county in

wblcb any Buen content may take place. The
b.ll. Wblcb was favored by the local press and
citizens generally, passed ihe Assembly o:i Tues¬

day by a rots of .".ii to 0, and was adopted by
the Senate yesterday, it is said that there is

no organizei opposition to it--indeed, wry Utile
of any sort most of the leading cltit 'is being
decidedly ls favor of it. because of their belief

not only tim* th- 11/900 license fee will bg a

great help to tbe count..- treasuries, but that tba
cstablishmen' of this claaa ot entertainments
will inc:ease the population and promote busi¬

ness interest..
In laking this advanced position upon the

proper subjection of public morals to material
interests tbs stat** of Nerada Incurs tbs risk of
encountering adeena criticism from the press
and people of oilier Slates, where Immoralities
on I lie subject of llnance penult what might be

railed a sigher moral standard on the subject
af prise-flgbtlnx ls thees latter states proper
consideration is not given to the doctrine of com¬

pensation! and tbe theory of general averages.
Their people do nol stop to think that a com¬

munity which has dereloped a standard of lilian

rial morality s,> superio: as to be absolutely out

ol' sigiit of must of Hie world can well afford to

adulterate their public morals just a little with

an Indulgence in prise-flgbtlng and still main¬
tain a bealtby general average. Moreover. Ne¬

vada is not unused to criticism from oilnr Mates,

mid especially from Slates having tillich larger
population, greater wealth and more diversified
Industries, though only the game representation
In tie- pulled States Senate. Simply because

Nerada hus but one product, and her people are

Unanimous in their conviction that it is the duty
of the General (lovernment to take that product
and pay for lt twice as much as it can l»e bought
for in the markets of the world, she has been
sneered at and flouted. Then. too. there have
been unkind comments in various parts of the
Union upon the fact that while Nevada has less

population than any second-class city, one of
her Senators occupies more time on the floor of

the Senate and more space in "The Congres¬
sional Record" than any other two statesmen

representing real constituencies. It has been

frequently remarked by these critics that not

even the admirable reticence of .loin I*. Jones
was any compensation for the gurglnie garrulity
of William Stewart.
Hut this action of the Nevada Legislature.

however Criticteed by the press and people of
the effete East, will have to be recognised ns nn

Important step in advance of public sentiment

In other State--, toward establishing an average
of morality by the suppression of Public Morals.
The resuli of the experiment will be looked for
willi interest. As an immediate consequence it

is confidently hoped by the citizens nf Nevada
that the match between those distinguished de¬
baters. Messrs. Corbett and Fitzsiiniimns, will be

"pulled off'* in that State, to the enrichment of
the treasury of tho county hi which il takes

place, tin* temporary increase of the present
scanty population, the promotion of the business
interests of the State and tiie greatly desired
deterioration in Public Morals, by which a

healthy average morality will be established,
pntting Nevada mi a level willi the must favored
States. Should tb*M expectations be answered
by a successful debate between those two emi¬
nent men. il occurs to us tlint a new productive
indusiry might be developed hy retaining both
in the State and opening under their joint man¬
agement a school of pugilism. Then in a few

years they might send somebody to gncceed Sen¬

ator Stewart, who would put up his hands in-

Rtead of his chin. And what a blessed relief
that would be!

KORE TOR CONVICTS A necessity.
It would be incredible if lt were not literally

true that six years after ihe most disastrous ex¬

perience of the State under the notorious Yates
law. creating idleness in ihe prisons, a provision
framed In almost exactly the same language.
was adopted hy ihe Constitutional ConventM-
In 1SIM. and ratified by the people at the polls
ln the autumn of mat year. In yesterday's Trib¬
une the essential paris of tb* Yates law and of
the section of Ihe Constitution minting io prison
labor were placed la parallel columns, and the
inference ls plain that the second was a Cony
and slight ampliiieatiou of ihe llrst. The genes!*
of the constltutlooal provision is not hard io

trace. It was asked for and Insisted on by the
few labor del.gates sitting in the convention.

Thal their sole contribution io (be resulting
work of the body was accepted by the majority
is hard lo understand, but. as ne are informod,
the only prominent member who opposed Us

adoption was tbe distinguished presiding officer,
Mr. Joaepb H. Caoate.

<)f course, this part of ihe Constitution was not
approved by the people without their attention
being called to it. and a considerable proportion
of those who voted with the majority did so in

the confident expectation that an amendment
would be adopted in time to prevent mother
era of idleuess in the State's penal institutions.
The preliminary steps toward securing such an

amendment win* promptly taken, and the Legis¬
lature of 1WC> approved it. Last year, however,
no affirmative action was taken by the Legis¬
lature, and tty the t-rms of the Constitution,
which requires a proposed amendment to lie
adopted by one Legislature and then by the
Legislature chosen at the text general election
of Senators before Iwdng submitted to the peo¬
ple, it will be impossible to rill ourselves of the
obnoxious provision before January 1, lone* al
the earliest.

In the mean time the fact of enforced Idleness
to I large extent in the prisons, with all the ac¬
companying Ills, must be faced. The prison au

thoriijcs me doing what they can to provide
work for the convict*, hut. as things now gre, lt
ls om of the question to give continuous employ¬
ment to all. Tb* legislature can do much toward
tb* solution of th* problem, and should feel

bound to do all In Hs power. No false sentiment
should stand in the nay of providing xvhat I"

absolutely neciaaary for tin- physical and n»en>

tal health of the men sentenced to the prtaona;
ami by the v.-ry language in which senti ncea

were imposed OB them they are entith-d io "haul
labor."

BEGGARS.
The general commendation of Inc police for

their determination to drive tin- street-beggars
out of buatnesa may be din* to two entirely <iif-

fr rent Impulses. On tin- om- band, pun- philau-
ilicopy may prompt rejoicing, on Ihe oilier,

mere sYlfiahnes*j. ir i'.io totter feeling were io

be tho prevalent one we should bo Inclined lo

ggy that it would be bolter for the beggar to

lia vc free eoiirse. even if he did make a refuge
fm* Impostor*
Modern society is fas; idiot's, lt does not like

to soo misery Milord in his creal COBl ami

milady in furs do not sputter tlie-mud from

their wheels over the ragamuffin willi tho cyni¬
cal indifference of a few centuries ago. The

Bight <»f shivering hunger dealroys ihe delight
in comfort, whether or not it wnkea a forceful
impulse for relief. An Irish or a Southern Eu¬

ropean town is full of tortures for an American,
who may bo fully aware that his own chief cit¬

ies have slums as crowded and squalid na any
the old World knows, but who ilocs m.i enjoy
having bis senalbilltlea racked at all hour*.

Here such a prevalence of beggars would not

be tolerated. At leaal un outward gaped of

comfort and of virtue ls demanded. How far

this is due to mir desire to humbug ourselves
with the notion thal the evils we deplore do noi

exist among us because we do not have i"

face them at every tum ls u question <>u which
philosophers may differ, li is certainly true

that we are prone to felicitate ourselves over

our wise laws regardless of their non-enforce¬
ment, and to consider those uncomfortable peo¬
ple who Insist upon botdiUg the inside ol' Un¬

political and social dishes up for inspection as

pestilential and un-American nuisances.
The beggar is in nine cases out of ten a

worthless impostor, lb* professionally trades
on the beat Instincts of his fellows. His misery
is his most valuable n«set, and assistance itu

tiered to him is too likely to bc encourngemenl
to Willing Vagrancy, if not t.. crime. 'Iii.- ex

latence of n mendicant class in a elly is a stand

lng bid to the iggy and riotous io flock lhere
from nil directions, and the crowd so gathered
is a klndergnrteu for criminals, lt is a wise
and merciful undcrtnking io drive these beg¬
gan from the streets. I'm* Hie general good
tliey should not be permit ted lo continue Opera
tiona, for they are a centre of demoralizing In¬
fluence. Thone anion-' them Who an- truly un¬

fortunate should for their own sakes in- turned
from a course that tends downward, and tim--.-

xvtio lind begging a permanent and lucrative
occupation have no claim to consideration. Th--

plans drafted by tin- police gild tho Charity
Orgnntontion Roclety appear admirably calcu¬
lated to avoid injustice, it is Intended t" deni
in a helpful spirit willi tin- person who honestly
seeks work, or is a beggar only by force of

some mishap, Ind to repress sternly the im

posters ami professional mendicants, who an*

seen far more frequently, and who by their
cleverness reap by far tlie largest harvest
from the charitable public. To free the streets

of these characters, ta make this eily no longer
a Mecca for the shiftlesa of the continent, io

spread abroad the idea that New-York is no

pince to seek trusting to luck for a living, and
at tho same time to provide machinery for
the rejief of all Hie real dislress found xvlnle de¬

tecting Imposture, will bc a work of great ser¬

vice to humanity.
And yet that good work may result in evil

unless the community poaseaaes a spontaneous¬
ly charitable spirit. Who can nil how much
of inn beneficence has sprung from Bympa
thies touched even by unworiliy things? As

pain ls an Index of disease, warning a sufferer
that he must not Ignore his condition, so the
moral and physical ills of our cities may be
warnings which arouse ns io work for a cure

If we saw no beggars some of us might not

think so much of the worthy poor nor bc led to

aid the charities which relieve them. It ls
possible to drive away tin- surr-s from the snr

face of society ard leave the poison In ihe sys
tem. the more dangerous because forgotten.
Our modern police regulations, meant for tin

suppression of misery and vice, are worse than
naeleas if tiny only hid" away tbe evils. By ail
menus let im abolish iii>- beggar, bm xx hil.- xv.-

ure doini" it let us be sure that we do nut need
the tonic of his disagreeable jin seine. l,.t ns

be sure that we give to nally worthy charity
all tlie attention and money thal we eave i->

him for the purpose of smoothing our own rut'
lied sensibilities. Then when he is ont ot
sight let us not put poverty out of mind, bm
be more lhan ever Intent lo do g.1. not fm'

-.'citing that there ls most need tu be helpful
of our own motion when Insistent wain ns :i

reminder docs not come knocking at tin- dour.

THE FATE OF ER YT ll RE A.
The announcement that the Italian Govern*

meui lias decided to abandon Kryilin-a ls entire*
ly credible. Since tin- disaster at Adoxvn, cleve 1

montha ago. and tbe consequent retirement from
Ti«re and rellnquhlbmenl of all claims of dom¬
inance over Abyssinia, italy's occupation In
Africa has beeu gone, Erytbrea, that scorch il¬
lili stretch or Ked Beg littoral, is of small vain-
without its "hinterland"; certainly an Impossible
Bite for a profitable colony, if. therefore, tin-
whole scheme of a protectorate over Abyssinia,
with Massowah as the outlet of ihe whole re¬

lton from Kaaaala io Kaila, could nm in- exe
culed, there was logically nothing left but to

withdraw from it altogether, ii is a somewhat
.tattling performance to make inch withdrawal
a confession of failure of gil Italian colonial

enterprise in Africa au Issue mi which io go to

the country in a general election, bbl Un- luild
move may be aucceesfuL Hlgnor Crisp! la i in-
only man ai all disposed io challenge the Gov
eminent on that issue, and Blgnor rrispi wa-

Prime Minister at tba time of Adowa.
Tin- most Interesting question connected with

the cnaa ls not so much what tba Italian people
will say with their ballots, ns what will become
of Erythrea after the italians hare abandoned
lt. There is, of course, no lack of riaintents.
Abyssinia would like to regain poasesaion.
France would greatly like io add it to Obok
and, indeed, dalma, on some obscure ground, re¬

version of tide. Russia is .-von more urgent :n

her desire, especially since sin- lias entered into
relation* with Abyssinia xvii-.-ii are half-alliance,
half-protectorate. Rrythrea would give lier di¬
rect territorial connect mi with Abyssinia, which
she could nm otherwise hope to gala. Finally
there is Oreel Britain or Egypt; if ihe forman
ties be obs.-rved \\ Im makes a particularly di¬
rect and forceful claim to afaasowab, at any
rate, on the ground thal that port \V,,s formerly
Egyptian, and was ceded by Egypt to italy on
the express condition thal if Italy s|.\,\ .z\Xl, jt
ui> it should revert to Egypt. Altogether, a rery
pretty quadrilateral c..inplication.
Highly significant ,,f British purposes in .-. a

¦tottan with this matter xvas the recent \ ;-,i ,,»

Lag Merchla to Cairo, where he was daily in
close consultation with Lord f'romer and the
Coptic Patriarch. Leg Merchla ls the greateat
diplomat In Abyssinia, and he ls a warm friend
and ally of Hus Mangascla. The latter, Abys*
Blnia's greateat general, ls the nearest >mrvlvlng
relative of the late Kltn: John. and therefore his
heir and lawful successor as Negus. Although
for the time appsrently loyal to King Menelck,
he really bate* him and regards him ax au

osurper. Menelek, moreover, as haa hitherto
been pointed out, ls merely de facto Negus.

and not fit jun*, since he lins not baan crowned

and anointed by the Coptic Patriarch. Willi U:is

Mnngasi ia Ill-affected toward Meneh-k. and send¬

ing ,-m envoy io consul) Becretly with the British
ruhr of Egypt and with tb* CJoptle Patriarch,
and with Lord Cromer preparing io reoccupy

not onii Khartoum, bul Reseals and benaan a*

wei!, there is g sinking foreshadow ins: of the

fate of Erythren, if sot of I repetition of Napier's
march to Macdrill.

fffO.V PBODVCTIOS ABD DVTIB8.
Thc Anal and official statement of production

r-i pic iron In !*!>«;. published In "The Bulletin*1
Of the Iron .'Hld Steel Association. lllllk-'S tile

f< Bowing comparison In gross tons for four

years, to which are added figures of coiisump-

lii.n and of prodiietim for some previous years;
-Production Pic bon.-Csusump-
First imir. Second half. rear. Uon.

.x--.. 4,t7«.m J.«*8.SM l._3.1Z7 8.i*1.673
tSK. 4i>s7.*,",s ft.33s.7M S.lW.rlog ?.6;'S.:.72
ISM !.717.fU S.W.tOS 8.S57.SM ...M.lll
. "t .,.'...-'in 2..V,l.:.s4 7.121.302 t.9K.W

IBM i -.,:. -;x 4 387, '.17 I.1S7.O0S ».IM,J1S
un. li.n'.i.io" <,m,Tn ujmn mum
Storks of pig iron unsold. Bot Including «i'">«-

lities manufactured by rolling nilli proprietors,
and eapeciaUy tbe great steel companies, for

their own use, but Including stocks In the yards
of the Monge Warrant Company which have

passed out ni ibo hands of makers, were at the

end of ISM MT.itSA tons, against 705347 -lune KO,
lMMi: S0fU32 December 31, I8W; 11201000 .lune 30,
161X1, and ROI.328 December :il. 1804. By com-

I tirison of the nnsold stocka an approximate
statemeni of tbe actual consumption has been

reached, altbougb the greatly Increasing quan¬
tities curried over from year to year by the

steel-producing companies render the compart-
sun by no means acrurnte. With this defect In

mind, it ma; be stated that the apparent con¬

sumption lu the last half of 1896 was only
::."ii."..(C2 tons, against 4,77<Ui2l ls the first half
and ....'IT.'l.'.'iis in the second half of 188ft. It will
be observed thal In the last half of 1800 and tbe
first half of 1800 the apparent consumption ex¬

ceeded by n Hui.. that In Ihe yent- 1802, and in

any previous year excepting the last half of 1801.
jim as steel production has Increased from

3,800.750 tons in 1801 and 4.!>_7.."iSi in 1802 to
il.ll-LS'.I In 1803, 'ind the stocks carried over by
Un- steel companies are presumably a quarter
to a half larger ns iii. ir output has Increased,
the deduction which must be nude from tbe
apparent consumption is now somewhat larger
than ii few vi ars ago.
Respecting stales, the following comparison

of Ihe unreal producers is of interest:
ix-.;. HM.

Pennsylvania . 4.M4.1M 4 199 I J
Ohio . I.ISS.3M --" 911
Illinois '.* ".--'¦ l-l'-, i'"

ma . IJ2.170 91"..".*.'.

Virginia . _SJ77 MMfl
Tin- Ibree North rn states produced less, ami

tbe two Southern fl little more, than in ]X'.C

Iboilgb some other Southern Slates did not do
bb well, it is not long since "The Birmingham
\i wa," a|H?aklng of thc small exports of Ala¬
bama iron io Europe, remarked:

If the foolish Idea of high protection was never

\|.l il- .1 before, the gals of Alabama Iron In Eu¬
rope al this time has s.-rv.-d tu .lu lt. The
Alabama Iron no-n hiive s.-t befors tiie balance of
the country s valuable object lesson on the folly
of high proie, Hon.
Now ii happens, as the tecord shows, that

willi more furnaces and cosily ones built dor¬

ine the four years, the Alabama people nre pro¬
ducing aearcelj mote iron in 1800 than in 1802,
i-iiil mi December ill had only fifteen furnaces
in Mast, against thirty-five Idle, whereas In
1602 there were twenty-eight in blast. The

price of Southern iron was. in 1802, $14 75 for

No. 1. acainst $1150 now; for No. '_'. $1875,
arabist .--'11 now; for No. 2 soft, $1325, against
Mn Mi now. and for grey forge, 11275, against
$1025 now. Tho want of adequate protection
for other Industries has so prostrated the gen¬
eral business <>f the country that the Alabama
people, who could Bell at home all the iron they
win- making in 1812, have been' shipping their
surplus, to Eurone at a loss this year, the differ¬
erre in priie in foin- y ar- meaning to the pro¬
ducers of Alabama a sacrifice of about $2.535.-
"un. A lillie history is found also in the record
i-f comparative growth of the industry In the
three greal iron-producing countries, in the

I'nited states ami (lermany with protection, btu

during tiie last four yean partially broken in

this country ami in Urea! Britain with free
t ade. The word ol' production for Great Brit¬
ain and the I'nited States in gross tons, but fo¬
fl minny in metric lois, jv ns follows:

Ui |t s- itts. Ores! Britain, Germany
Its*.c'.rr.". x x.-.itHo n n*| -_>!x

;x,:i. 7.'"-¦' .¦'._' 1.811 l.MZ.Ci
-...s.isT.noo Lucan i.sBo.sts

.n ii'- -.-ix : Ul .r7."1 :..4':' n*7
iv.;.1(23,127 B,7t0,QM S.KU.000

Croat Britain has gain.-d scarcely anything
since lsv_'. and Ihe production was even smaller

in 1603 than thirteen years earlier. German.*
Ins gained D3 per cent, and up to isp.", che
I'nited statis had sained 1"! per renl during
tbe period in question, Hut the gain could not

in- maintained, beaus., tbe industries of the
rountry were nol adequately protected, and
American production again falls below that of
Greal Britain.

Turklsb Ministers ai" said to be tired and
wurr almr,** to prostration over the Armenian

question. Th*J ar.-> not a Pit mon- tired of lt

than the rest of the world.

With one hand the Oovernment forecloses

Upon th* I'nlon Parin* Railroad beean*.- the lat¬
ter ls unable to ftt'ii and pay dividends, and with
the other gives to the Canadian Pacific, an allen

competitor, a boridins* privilege vvhleh .-naiiles it

to secure anmiallv millions of dollars of Amerl-
-.lu money for Amerlcnn t>ur*lness, which ought
to ro to American railroads. The consistency of
such procedure 1* not easily perceived.

-?-

(tidy those whose mental processes are lacking
in robustness could even think of yesterday's
snowstorm as a blizzard. Blizzards are built
on different models and specifications.

Th- suggestion of The Tribune that the pro¬
moter* ot tho Riverside Orlve extension scheme
should not ask for too much has been promptly
and wisely followed by the preparation of a bin
covering the part of tbs proposed Improvement
smith of On*»hundred-*nd-flfty-seventh-st. The
Viaduct .'ind road provided for by the bill are so

obviously necessary that no effective opposition
should be made to this excellent measure.

-«,-

European friends who see in the Monroe Doc¬
trine the premise and potency of every form of
Yankee aggresslVl ness alli do well to recall the
solemn predlctlona of th- Cerman press about
half g r.-niury apo, that the n. xt step ,,f this
country a-ould Infallibly be the subjugation of
China an-l Japan Vere is dot prophet now?"

South Dakota deposited Ita mousy in sundry
banks of th.- Commonwealth, ami duri % th*
taner*! nm "ti iles.- institutions drew it out.
and the State Governmenl sat on it at the
capital for a white to rissure its safe-kseptng.
Wh.-n n .- financial whit.- squall blew- over, l**v-
Ing th.- banks solvent and open for business, the
¦um,.,II;.ns of the treasure s.-t out to redeposit
"- aol it |g .now stink in a snowbank and
guarded by a blue-nosed detachment of State
militia. They have no end of bother with their
naeal c-oncerng in those prairie-dog states, but
from present Indi, atlons South Dakota will not
lose anything except the Interest un ths money
while lt ls snowed under.

-?-
British Btatlsths of imports of cattle and sheep

rue interesting In many respects; In none more

than In their refutation of two current errors
One ls the Kuropean notion, or pretence, that
United States cattle are unhealthy and of In¬
ferior quality, whl'h ia contradicted by ths

fart that such cattle brought a considerably
higher prk* ir. tie Mrltish market than those

from Canada or flo1th America.more than I
per cent high, t than Canadian, and more than

I -.'li per cent higher than Houth American. The

other I* the Pb-a that Cnnadi.in mutton ls of

superior excel], nee. refuted by the fact that

j United Statis sheep brought a slightly higher
price than tho.se from the p->mlnlon.

-1,-

An amazing performance at Bedan wan the

pursuit of cavalry by Infantry. Dut the Cu¬

bans are outdoing that. Their land forces are

capturing and destroying the Spanish Navy.

Weyler hird hotter Ret bis ships Inside Morro

Castle if rc- wants tu keep them safe.

Wo seo no reason to dissent from the opinion
of the Methodist minister who held up a copy of

The Tribune In the presence of his f.-IIow-clerRy-
nien the other day and said: "if you want an

ideal newspaper, here lt ls."

Hitter complaints have been made recently of

the efforts of certain hotelkeepers to force sales

of snme favored kinds of Wines, cigars and min¬

eral xvaters. It la well knuvn that these hotel-

keepers have personal pecuniary Interests in the

pa.iflts made upon these articles. When th.-se

Ftonlfaces discriminate against popular brand*,

and use every sort of device and trick to foist

Inferior things upon their customers, these
customers are fully Justified In resentine the at¬

tempts to deprive them of thc enjnyment of th"

goods xvhlch they prefer to thos» which the pro¬

prietors of these places hold ill favor.
?-

The Japanese Diet bas recently adopted a re¬

port In favor of subsidising great lines of com¬

munication xvith Europe, America 'nd Australia,
to be endowed In th-1 order of th-ir Importance,
and the lower house declared the Australian s- r-

vice to be of the greateat Immediate uru-encv.

It recommended an appropriation of $300,000 to

be employed in establlahtag direct service with

that country, an amount which lt ls inter..led to

Increaae as time goes on. Japan a? well ns

Chlm. off rs an unlimited market f..r «he fine

WOolS of Australia, and also for her leather, but¬

ter, wines and other products, and sh» xviii in

return receive the manufactured goods of those

countries, which an- rapidly itn-reaslng in vol

umc and variety, reaching into fields which the

West has hitherto monopollged

PERSONAL.

Alfred Quantln Mary, who died rt.nily In Paris,

waa serving sa lieutenant of th* Nat..mal Guard

st tlie Chamber nf Deputies in ms whan b was In¬

vaded by iii.* uprising ot the people. The Dubs of

Chart rr* snd Mi- Count ef Parla beth children
that tin.-, xx.r- pr. ni ..I th.

"f Pa
ii*. Meuti nant

in iii*
Marv Retard H.- Count --f Parla in ms anw

lumped out of th.- window with lum snd hld him

st ih- Invalldes. Another lieutenant cf the <.uara

did .1 similar service for tha imk.- of Chartres.

The Rev, Dr. Charlss Wood, pastor of the l-'.rst

Presbyterian Church Of J.-rin.inn.a n. Penn., Will

probably ba railed to th- past,cr- of ih.- Second
presbyterian Church ot Philadelphia.
Pella Mottl, the dlstingu »hed Wognertan con¬

ductor, of Carlsruhe, recently directed ona of tin

roionne concert* in Parla The programme con-

Histed ol" excerpts from Wagner* works, Frau

stott] sa mk al Hi- oncer*.

Paul Lawrence Dunbar, the young negro writer

of verse who lives in Dayton, Ohio, is t» give par¬

lor reading* In England during ins coming Bummer.

Tin- latest newe from Roms Intimates that the

Rev. ll. P Allen, of Emmltsbnrg, Md., baa bean

selected as Bishop of Wilmington, Del., Instead of

Mobile, Ala., ns previously announced rhe Rev.

N'lrhola* Davli of New-Orleans, will pron,...ly bs

chosen for the latter diocese.
Dr M.irv ll. Walker hs* again begun to hold

levees In the Cspltol Bl Wsshlngton. "Time." s..\s

-The Wsshlngton Post," "has dealt very pendy

With th- doctor, Snd her brown hair, carefully
trimmed after the style of a colic',', professor, has

yet very few illver thresds. lim dress is that cf a

man. ami her shirts, .'>:iar* and cuffs are In the

latest styls A little red carnation adorns the lapel
of her cont, and her overcoat has a short dook
over the shoulders with a velvet --ollar. This re¬

markable woman nwna considerable property near

OswegO N V.. whl.-h. for the las*, quart-r of a

century t-hc h.is been irving io dana te either to

*ome Oovernmi nt, to Ihe State, or to som- wealthy
individual who xv.ll construct thereon .. hospita
for the treatnnnt and -ure of COnSUmptl in ind all

throat and luna troubles*"

THE TALK OF THE DAY.

A Virginia man st a recent Clover Club dinner

told of an old darkey who xv.is praying for rain In

a dry season. "O Lord!" he SBld, "send down thc
raln-aS sweet. refreshing shower.a rain to make
the gratti big bi the r.-..it. long al the husk and

shiny in the grain; not one <>f thus- gully-washlng
and flooding rains, but i swed sort >.f a »hower
O Lord! send this iii ir* to make iin> ^r.un grow, for
if tillie is anything do hate on this earth lt 1*
iBass little nubbins "

Th- Tyranny of Hahll "How ar- all your
family?" aked the genial friend
"Oh," r< piled the man who uses slsng snd make*

puns, "xv. 're a ll DUI of Bight."
"Humph! Vi u don't neem very cheerful .ii- 'it || "

"I lu- ¦¦ no reason to The kind cf sikUt l mean I.

antin,nu.- "--(xx. ashtngtoi Btsi

The Humanitarian league of London advise* peo-
p| to .it.stain fr.nu turtle soup, bolled or broiled
lobster, crab, fried eel and pork, unlesa they know
for a fai t that the creatures were dead before they
were put on to co k

In thc last two de.-adi's Imll.ina has se- n a hun¬
dred or more men und women who burned the mid¬
night oil In the noble ambition of becomli g con*
trihutors to American literature. And this haa noi
only bred a cr.at strength, but a Uterar) at¬
mosphere, which is noi appreciated nor understood
They Bre breeding Bingera and tala-tellsra In Hi¬
st.it- of Indiana, ano tha twentieth caatury will
have the benefit of fl literary atmosphere that Im¬
ho parallel ju the Kiola* -(Midland Monthly.

"Tbe Indian Mirror." of Calcutta, says: "We con-

fea*. with a nani; of .arrow, that the habl's of our

people largely account for the unhealthy surround¬
ings amidst which they live, move and haxr th.-I-

being. We shao admit thal th.- ealgendea of the
situation refill.re thal the machinery ot legislation
should be set in moil >n in the latarasts of the ¦ mi ta¬
lton ot t 'aleutta."
"Its a highway robbery!" stormed the customar

ami he flew out of the do r
Th.ml baron adjusted Ins classes, ami looked

carefully at the BCafi s

"No," he said, S'.ftly. to hims-If, "lt Isn't hlirii-
w.-iKh robbery.".(Larks.
A I'r-nch physician bas Invented .» method hy

Which he says Iron -an be given in larc- rjosca
Hens, he noticed, have powerful Internal organ*
They .un dlgeal considerable quantities .-f iron, and
than r.-n.i.-r lt back, through the albumen of their
eggs, in s f .rm which is easily digested by the
weaker st.-ima.'h of mankind So he r,., (if, nts h. na
w.'h what he calls "s v-ry absorbent Bali of iron."
mingled with grains of xx h.-at, sad they lay e^s
extremely rl-h In Iron aire.nix- digested.

Little Willie.Maw, the teacher la the Bundav-
*.-hool said to-day thal xx- are ail made of dust
Mamma Thal is bo. di in st

Liri- Willi. Now. I understand, maw, why paw
wet-* himself ho often, lt's so he won't fall apart
eh?- (Pittsburg N> WS

A woman In Dahl nina Og whose dttsband died
a year a*,... leaving hei with nine children to sup¬
port. running lier f.irm ai a profit, and ls putting
mon-x In the bank She th nks that many oth-r
farmers could do the Mime ir they worked Intelli¬
gently snd sp. nt less money r..r liquor and tobacco.

Mr* Muni (meeting rormer Ben-ant) Ah \i,i,
> "tttapoee you ure getting bettel wsgea al your new

Marj No, m.i'm. I'm working for nothing ¦»¦

I'm msrrted.-tBoston Transccipt. n0lB,B*' nom

A Mil has been Introducad in th- vv,st virginia
Legtslaturs creating .. forast and water ptwsarve oul
of the lands Bslaed hy iii- tuts for delinquent
t.i\.--

j:i:t.''l-;;'H::;-;'----'"^-;'""»'^
The Chrlatlaa clirgjams and laymen who are

working among th- pgat In th- N.nh End of Hot

rn?, Tl tt! -he r,'0'n, .»'"*'>»"n«" Party co,,-
ducted by "9am" Jonea. th* a-vangeliat was .n Imparjjn.no. Inasmuch a* the poor ,'opie h^'glS
of th., city are orderly and law-abldlnK.
The Hook of Inc, i^,| u.... .. «.

*-***%*.&*.£? liKJWarSVSai

DEATHS FROM THE PLAOUtt]

fSJTKIA- FI-it'RKS-f*lt"W THK MUMVf N>

09 THK niKKASK

flombsy. Jan. 2K.-The official report Juf
sued shows that there nave ,,,'fn 4..'MW eas

the bubonic plauue, and '?.'J7."> deaths fror

disease in the city of Bombay, and OM cases.*^
(lil deaths from the plague have occurre<tt
Kuraches TkeN have been sixty-five cases ^
Blxty deaths at Poonah, atd a few caae* h^
appeared at Kathiawar, Burst Cutctt, Her^
and other places.
PARIS BOBOBS COVET MIR MirIF

tot czar's ronmoN Minisrun gnus prbsidss
KA1RK gym M ENTKIlTAIN'.'i ,'¦. r W.f.V.

Paris. Jun 28.--'"oort Munn I- ff. th* irwty a

pointed h»-;id of the Ru*siin For. Itu Office, arrlvi
In Purls thl:< morning. A hara, row-! of p*rsoi
s*ssagMsd al th* station to awall hi. eumlng, an

greeted him with ehSST* and .rles of **. Iv RUSSU
ns he made hi* appearance.
Peron von Mohrciihetm, the Russtsa Arnhnx. oloi

to planes, waa at the station to nasal Cowal Muru-
vleff. who wa* received In behalf of the p. r
lio.'i-rntt!' ni bv M. Crasser, sn ott., lal of lbs
Foreign Offlcs At ll o'clock ("punt storsrietl d
upon IC. HanotSUX. Minister of foreign Alta i
l.;iil nu Interview with him of IW0 hours' durstlon.
Subsequently th* two Minister- took luncheon to.
gather .it th.- Russian Embassy
count aluravieff went tin* afternoon ta th* Pal¬

ace of the Elyse*, where se arsa n .-¦: with
high honors by Pr.-sldent Faure. Later the i'r. ;.
dent visited him al the Russian Bmbass) This
evening a dinner In honor of the Couni eas gives
al the palace, The guests Included Baron .

helm, th.- Russlsn Ambassador, and ..-.. >-afr of
the Embassy; M. Louhst. the President of the
Senate; M. I'rissom, presld.xnt of th" Chamber of
Deputies.: ths Ministers of Stat.-, and b numb-r of
exulted Russians. Th.- bsnquei srss followed bra
recaptlen which waa attended hy Bf'eea nuni1r*4
prominent people sod members of dUfsrsat sod*.
IK-S.
President Faure ha* conferred the Orand ''ross af

tho Legto* of Honor on count MorsvlesT.

THE KUALIIA PEEPABES LOU \ riOR7%

RH HMM. THY TO STOP THK AOVANCB OP TRg
AXOLO-KOVPTIAX KXl'KIMTl iV

Cairo, Jan. ML.Advices raestved har* from
Dongola show that the Khalifa Abdullah el
Taashi, the |-ader of the dervish hordi a, 1* male-

lng prapnrnUona for the expect, d advance Bf the
Anglo-Egyptian expedition axalnst. him. The

greater part of the garrison at Berber, an Ira-

pottant town on tbs HUS BOUth "f l> BgOBs, hu
been taken to rainforc* tbs dervlsbeg at Khar-
touro, at th- Junction <>f th* Blue and Whits
Niles, and at Omdurman, dirsetly opp lits Khar,
toum. The women, children and old men at th*
two latter places are being sent to ill (>i.e;4, iB
Kordofan. the chief < itv of tbs di rush-,, and
then'' ate other indications thai ti..* Khalifa S>
t.-iuls to attempt to hold th.- exp- l.t. ti ;n chees
at Khartoum.
Tn* dervishes at Abou Ramed, a iowa ^n the

Nib- between Uungula ami Berber, have deserted,
and th.- expedition, therefore, doea n il expect_therefore, d -

m.'.-t with any opposition until it advances lat
s*otne distance past the mouth of the Black Mia
unless the Khalifa later reinforces the H"rber
garrison.
Rome, Jan. 28..Tbs War Office ha* ri-red sig

battalions of troops to bs got In readiness U
start 'or Massowah.

-.-e-

TIIE BEST Roi TE To TBE POLE.

KAKBBN SATS IT IS THSOL'OH RUfO r-EA,

1'HIFTINi; WTTH THK ICU TO ORgEXLAsTD,

Chrtsttants, Jan. 28. I»r Kansei ths ar tie ex¬

plorer, deliv.-r-.1 ri I.-, fir.- it: ila isl -.-tiing,
in the course of which lo aald tl it thi beal ohm*

ni t.iki- to utet io the North pole -v is from Rehrhsj
Bea towan the north-northeast, afterward drifuag
with tb- ice current, whl-h arould be certain ta
bad io Oreenlsnd,
- «

\SOTBEB WAR >( IEE" SPOILED.

THE BATTLE-SHIP MONARCH ORPBRED TO BOUTS

Al'Kl'A, ROT BERRI '.

T.ondtn. Jan. 2*.-The battle-ship Moasre* ww

placed in commission sf Chsthsm on Tui ida) Shs
will sro to So nh Africa. The report tt.it the Mon¬
arch was to Join the North America asd weal
Indies Squadron i* thus disposed of. I i arin j<~>ia
the ('ape of c.iod Hope and Weal Coast of Afr a

squadron, which is commanded by K ir-.\'lmiral
H. il Rawson

«

FOB A PAS-BBITASSIC COSFEREXCt.

PRIME MINI8TKR8 OF BRITISH ii)U>SIEi IS*

VITCD nv i-.vhi.i: TO VISIT EXO-

LAND NKNT .li ni:

London, Jan. :.'» -The Papa T sri -;nr*pnt
Of "The Delly M.ul" ..li. - .. g|| -;¦.-:

Spring, Prims Minister of t'.\\»> Colony, and all _.
other Prime Ministers of Blitlsl les hare f*

-¦i-ived an Invitation bj esble .;.. il Mrltato
to attend the fetes next Jun. i-. with the

Queen's "Dlsmoi .1 lubiU e." f ths
Prime MUiisters and their atalta I i" -hi
Invitation.
The eorreenondei t adda thai arni ct

t.ik'ti Of tbs Ka'b. lilli* to Psa*
B Hannie 'onferencs lo di gutter*
Anion',' the Prime Ministers tat a>

\n itiofl rir- Wilfred duri. r.
' '.

Turner, of British Columbia: Ph white
w.iv of Newfoundland; 0 ll Ri >l N>s lestt
Wales; c, Turner of \i torie: c c Kli rates, of
South Australia; Sir ll ai n- .

¦.' '..

Slr John Forrest of \\Vet lia lii-'hart
Se,Mon. of Mew-Zealand, and Slr K Bn*>

ion. of Tsnannie
?

/I O/.'l SAILS FOB BOBE.

A BTORT THAT TilK BRITISH .; -\" I'.NMKNT PAB)

Ms.sm as i'ii.mi'! v.- v ri X

London, .ian. M. -Edward J. iv ry. las at-SUl
lrtsh«Asssrtcaii djmamlta coasptrstoi wa*wssi**
centbjr set free by the coilapsa <f tha i ;ov. rnment'i
casi against bun, and Joha r M latin*, formerly
Assistant District-Attorney of N. vv-'i ork. Us*
cam* to London to assisi in hu defence, together
with th* American witnesses Wynne. Uourke sad
Smith, embarked ut Queenstown to-day ua to*1"-*
ihe steamer Majestic for New-York.
"Thi Morning" (newspaper) will to-UWffSW uy

that Ivory, prior to his departure for N w-York.
told friends that the Qorsnimi ur I , H'1 him
the sum oi £io.mo (9S0,0tt) aa compensstlos for hu
urresi and the expenses Incident to hla b*w_s*
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